Tweedsmuir History Book was brought into shape by efforts of Mrs. Bert Shea,
Convenor of book in beginnind og the year 1960. Appointed Convenor by Ufford
W.I. of which she was a member. Assisted by her husband Bert Shea who had
much data on pioneer history and appointing Mrs. Clarence Watson as assistant,
with Miss Ronda Kay as typist we began with the following records.

We gratefully acknowledge and accept the cover of our Tweedsmuir History book which
was made and donated to us by Mr. George Kay now of Bracebridge but formerly of
Ufford, being born and raised here some eighty years ago and living most of his life in
the community.

Lettering was done by Arthur Shea, son of Bert Shea.
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“FOREWORD”
I am so glad to hear that the Women’s Institutes of Ontario are going to
compile village history books. Events move very fast nowadays; houses are
pulled down, new roads are mad, and the aspect of the countryside changes
completely sometimes in a short time.
It is a most useful and satisfying task for Women’s Institute members to see
that nothing valuable is lost or forgotten, and women should be on the alert
always to guard the traditions of their homes, and to see that water colour
sketches and prints, poems and prose legends should find their way into these
books. The oldest people in the village will tell us fascinating stories of what
they remember, which the younger members can write down,thus making a
bridge between them and events which happened before they were born. AQfter
all, it is history of humanity which is continually interesting to us , and your
village histories of the future. I am proud to think that you have called them
“The Tweedsmuir Village Histories”.
________Written by Lady Tweedsmuir.
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The first Women’s Institute in the world was organized in Saltfleet Township,
Wentworth County, Ontario on February 19, 1897, in Squires Hall in the village of
Stoney Creek. The women felt much could be done to help Home and Country by
organizing a group which has now become a world-wide organization. Mrs. Adelaide
Hoodless was organizer and founder. She was born and reared on a farm at St. George,
Ontario where in October 1937, a Cairn was erected to her memory by W.I. Brant
County. Also a life size portrait of Mrs. Hoodless was placed in the reception room of
MacDonald Institute, Guelph, by Institute Women of Ontario in recognition of her
outstanding and devoted service to Humanity. The MacDonald Institute came into being
as a result of the efforts of W.I. led by Mrs. Hoodless. She also introduced the teaching of
domestic science in Canadian schools and was one of the founders of the National
Council of Women. First convention was held at Guelph in the year 1901 with
representatives present. June, 1901 Muskoka District was organized by Dr. G.C.
Creelman – Ufford included.
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History of UFFORD

Ufford is located in Watt Township.(Surveyed in 1865 in the District of Muskoka.)
The township was named after James Watt, a native of Grienock, Scotland, born 1736
died 1819 famous for the steam engine invention. Ufford we believe is named after a
famous poet and song writer.
The first settlers were James Shea and family coming in January in the year 1863.
They came upon a cabin vacated by Jacob Bogart who had been in and gone out again
but who later returned the following spring. It was January when James Shea and his
family came into what is now Ufford, and the night they spent in the cabin, when
morning came they shot a partridge through the brush on the roof. They located on a
parcel of land that still is in the Shea name. Owned and farmed by Elgin Shea, a
grandson. Son’s located on property adjoining which is now owned by J Wm Kay.
Many families followed and when the survey was taken there were 13 families on one
parcel of land, which was known as Jakes point now owned and farmed by John Quinn.
Being Mr. Jacob Bogart was the first, other settlers moved to other parts of the township.
Some going across the waters of Three Mile Lake named such by the surveyors as the
body of water from the bay now owned by Walter Coutts to Creasor’s farm in Ullswater
is three miles wide. The lake is over six miles long from what is known as Bennetts at the
head of the lake to Dee Bank at the outlet known as Dee River. The boundary of Ufford
extends from what is now known as Hidden Valley on the East to Roy Cowans on the
West and from the Joe Knowles farm to the South out the Port Carling road, skirted by
Three Mile Lake to the north.
At the time of the first settlers there was only a rough road from Washago to Muskoka
Falls The railway not having been built till years later. Thus the incoming settlers
experienced much difficulty in transportation, carrying their personal belongings as they
walked for miles through the bush. (Many with small families.) We almost hesitate to
think of the hardships endured with cold and flies and maybe inadequate supplies.
Among the first settlers were the Sheas, Bogarts, Kays, Morleys, Grovers, Oldhams,
Veitchs, Giles, Wrights, Lovelys, Pollys, Kirbysons, Sherwoods, Sufferns, Billingsleys,
Pickerings, Gotts, Smalleys, Yates, Knowles and Gills.
The last post office was at South Falls below Bracebridge where the settlers had to go
for their mail and supplies. Bracebridge had only a few shanties at the time of the move
towards Watt Township. Previous to the settling of Ufford the only inhabitants were
Huron Indians. There was an Indian village at what is now Port Carling and trails and
seeminly fighting grounds have been discovered in Ufford., where the Indians have been.
Many Indian relics have been unearthed both mortuary and domestic. Trails have been
discovered from Portage Bay on Rosseau Lake to Three Mile Lake at Cowans Bay and
then they have taken the water and every evidence points to Indian settlements in Ufford.
This part of the township was then a dense wilderness and to the early pioneers fell the
lot of clearing the land for cultivation. Trees were cut down, falling them into piles as
near as could be, and then neighbours gathered for logging “Bees” when these logs and
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trees were burned. There being no saw mills much timber tht in later years would have
been valuable was disposed of in this way.
The settlers built their first homes of logs, but not many of these are standing at the
present day.
Their first supplies had to be brought from Orilla. Carried to Gravenhurst, then taken
by canoe to Port Carling then on to Three Mile Lake from Portage Bay on Lake Rosseau,
portaging to Cowans Bay, thence by Three Mile to the shore nearest home and carrying
from there.
As soon as enough land was cleared to grow hay and grain for feed, livestock were
brought in, and then oxen were used. It is believed that Morleys brought in the first yoke
of oxen. The soil was very rich and good crops were had. The flail threshed the grain .It
being made with two hard wood sticks fastened end to end with a leather strap. The grain
was cut with a cradle and bound into sheaves by hand and then when threshed was laid
on the floor and pounded with the flail, separating the grain from the straw. Hay and
grass was cut with a scythe until more modern machinery came into being.
Ufford gradually became a prosperous settlement of farmers. It was a great event
when the first threshing machine came around. It was owned by James Bogart and was of
the horse power type. Great was the excitement in the farm homes during the the
threshing season. The men sat down to tables laden with steaming bowls of vegetables,
roasts of meat with lots of gravy, pies, cakes, puddings, tarts, and pickles etc. etc. Cream
separators were not heard of in those days. Most farmers had a milk cellar and milk was
strained into flat milk pans and cream was let rise and skimmed off. The old type dash
churn was used to bring the butter that adorned every farmer’s table. A wooden bowl
homemade with a ladle was used to mix butter. Many of the old pioneers took pride in
making and carving in wood. Usually a wooden paddle hung by the crock to keep the
cream stirred. As late as this year I see at Mrs. W.J. Hammell’s a paddle made many
years ago by Roxboro Shea and given to her for this very use. Many other homes have
them too. Reading these accounts to Elijah and Eliza Veitch she showed me two paddles
Roxboro made her. Read to them January 6,1963.
Many were the joys and sorrows of a pioneer community. When the settlement was
young, a young girl married and started a home of her own. Her name was Mariah Shea.
She was married to a Morley. They homesteaded in the field next to what is now the
United Church. Here they were doing well until death claimed her. The neighbours
carried her through the bush as some old timers tell, the way the crow flies and laid her to
rest in what is now the Falkenburg Union Cemetery, next to the Anglican church. Also
some years later a drowning claimed a Smalley boy in his best years. Skating home on
Rosseau lake after visiting and being alone went through the ice and perished. He was
found the next day. Traces of skate marks also his hat brought the searchers to the place
where the body was found. Many were the sicknesses and sufferings with no doctor for
miles. They rallied to home treatments to a great extent. Many were the good times too,
neighbours met and enjoyed themselves. The first Christmas they met at Jake’s Point
1863. In the course of the day they went to the lake and races were run on the ice. There
was an Indian who met with them for the occasion. The race was run by the men present
and William Shea won the race. A plug of tobacco was the prize and as he dinn’t smoke
he gave it to the Indian who in turn was pleased. Many were the picnics and gatherings
where friend met friend. One such , we will relate as taken from the Fife’s of Bracebridge
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Gazette some years later when the community was somewhat young. Weddings were
held in the homes in those days when relatives gathered for the occasion from miles
around. Some we have who have celebrated their Golden Weddings recently and have
lived most of those years in and around Ufford.
Helena Smalley married to William Kirbyson then of Beatrice but who shortly came to
live at the Smalley farm July_________. Also Eliza Shea married to Elijah Veitch,
married December 12,1907, and have lived all their lives in Ufford. Also James
Longhurst married Rachael Woods and farmed in Ufford celebrating their 50th
anniversary on the same farm. Elijah and Eliza Veitch celebrated in the same home she
was married in 50 years before. Will and Helena Kirbyson celebrated across the road
from the Smalley farm which they farmed until retirement

Kirbysons, Longhursts and Veitchs
Picture donated by Tereasa Kay
Mr and Mrs. Alex Cowan celebrate Golden Wedding Anniversary.
We have at our disposal a clipping kindly lent by grandaughter Mrs. John Quinn of
which I will take some notes and record. On August 13, 1889 Alex Cowan was united in
marriage to Catherine Murray of Brunnel Township. Mr. and Mrs. Cowan moved two
years later to Ufford where they lived their lives and raised their children ,eight in all and
farmed.Mr. Cowan served ten years on Watt Township Council and is laid to rest in
Ufford Cemetery.
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Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mason celebrated
their golden wedding Dec. 28, 1960 at the
Royal Canadian Legion Hall in Port Carling
where friends from all parts visited them
including those from Uffors. Mr. and Mrs.
Mason spent 22 years on the farm on
Doherty Road. Five children were born .
They are Harvey, Wilfred, Ilda, Phyllis and
Clifford. Mr. and Mrs. Mason now reside in
Port Carling, but still come back to Ufford
to renew old acquaintances.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mason
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Council for Watt and Cardwell
Dear Mrs. Shea:
Your letter of inquiry to the Department of Planning and
Development re. Watt Township was passed on to this office for answering.
Actually, we have very little information regarding the township history, but an
item that might interest is included that appears in a book entitled “Muskoka and
Parry Sound” by Thomas McMurray, and published in 1871. On pages 77 and
78 he says: “Watt, is situated in Simcoe County.... It was surveyed in 1865 by
Provincial Land Surveyor, T. W. Nash and contains an area of 48,856 acres,
including water and roads.” He goes on to mention that the best means of
settling the township would be the inprovement of the Parry Sound Road which
passed through it. This is confirmed by a contemporary map which appears at
the back of the book
From a newspaper clipping in 1968 from an article entitled 50 years ago, the
following:
“At the age of 78, one of Watt Township’s oldest and best-known residents, John L. Shea
had died. He had been associated with the affairs and life of Watt from almost its
beginning, having settled with the Shea family at Three Mile Lake in January 1863. He
was an expert woodsman and for some years operated a lumber mill near his home. Mr.
Shea had assisted in the survey of the Township and had worked on the original
construction of the Parry Sound road. For a number of years he was a Councillor.
When the township was first organized there was need for law and business measures.
Therefore a delegation was sent to County seat at Barrie requesting that a council was
needed to run the affairs of the people. This was granted. Taken from the files of the
township, it is learned that in 1871 the councilmen acted for one dallar a day. Taken from
the minutes of January 16,1871, Council met at Mr. Bogart’s schoolhouse in Ufford. John
L. Shea, John Jiles were first men to be elected to council from Ufford for united
Townships of Watt and Cardwell. Council meeting minutes of Feb.6,1871. Moved by
John L. Shea. Seconded by John Hammell that James Gott’s Ufford tender be accepted
for assessor and collector, for twenty-five dollars a year. Carried. At the same meeting
school sections were mapped out in Watt Township. Moved by John L. Shea. Seconded
by John Hammell that school section No. 3 Ufford shall be known by the following
boundaries which are as follows. Commencing at Lot 9 on Concession 5 extending
outhward to the boundary line between Monck and Watt Townships, extending
northward to the 7Th Concession , extending eastward to Lot 8 on Concession5. Carried.
Thus our school section was mapped out. Same meeting moved that the clerk be
furnished by the Reeve with stationary and other necessary requirements for the
prosecutions of business and be charged to corporation. Carried. Same meeting Feb. 6,
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1871 moved that the Clerk do cause the minutes of this meeting to be published in the
Northern Advocate and charged to corporation. Carried.
Taken from Council minutes Feb. 12th, 1872 Re: Ufford Road. Moved by John
Hammell. Seconded by Christopher Martin that William Kay and William Shea be
appointed as road commisioners to lay out a road commencing at some point on
Windermere Road, extending eastward to the Parry Sound Raod on the 5th mile and to be
allowed each $1.50 per day. Carried.
Sept.16, 1872 Bylaw for purpose of establishing a new road starting from Lot 25
Concession 8 on Windermere Road and terminating at Lot 10 Concession A on Parry
Sound Road in the Township of Watt. The Corporation of Watt and Cardwell. Enacts as
follows that on and after the first day of November 1872 that the above road be opened
for public travel, saving and excepting slight deviation which shall be made upon Lot 18
on the 5th Concession, and upon Lot 25 on the 8th . Carried.
Dec. 10th,1873 Meeting of council John L. Oldham, Ufford was appointed Clerk and
Treasurer at a salary of $25.00 a year.
1874 Jacob Bogart, Thomas Yates elected to council. John L. Shea was first road
superintendent. Moved at Meeting July 13th, 1874. Moved by A.B. Shannon. Seconded
by Thomas Yates that John L. Shea be appointed Road Commissioner for the
Corporation at a salary of $1.50 a day, while in actual employment, to act subject to
control of the corporation as inspector of roads and bridges, repairing and surveying of
the same and report to council when called upon to do so. Carried. Bogarts meeting house
election held in 1874.
New council elected were John Hammell, George Bunn, John Shannon, Alex Fraser,
with Fred Richardson as Clerk and Treasurer for the year 1875, sumof $5.00 grant in aid
of Township Agriculture Society.
1876 Jacob Bogart, Thomas Wright elected from Ufford.
1878 Grover Treasurer of Watt, Anthony Knowles Assessor and Collector.
1879 H.W. Gill Treasurer of Township
1880 William Kay council
1881 William Shea council
1883 Nelson Sherwood Council
The Changing Ways an article by Bert Shea for history.
It is evident as we look through the books of records of the early days of the Township
of Watt or recall the stories of the early settlers that to the date of organization of the
Township in 1870 there had not been any organized expenditure of money on roads and
trails or bridges. Other than construction of the Parry Sound Road which at that time in
summer was a mud trail with patches of corduroy in the worst places.
The pioneer who travelled to Ufford or formerly known Three Mile Lake and
Windermere or Rosseau Lake settlements crossed the creeks and streams on a tree so
fallen as to the travellers on the pioneer paths as a bridge. Who were they who travelled
theses forest trails who couldn’t walk a log for perhaps the distance of 50 or 75 feet, at an
elevation of several feet above the moving water or if in high water perhaps with just
sufficient of the bark above the boiling water to mark the outline of the rustic bridge.
Men, women, boys and girls whose nerves were undaunted and who took pride in their
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sureness of foot and certainty of balance and many were they who crossed these bridges
in traveling, by night. As stated before there was a need for an overall governing power to
arrange better ways of travel and to establish specified ways. With the organization of the
township and council, pathmasters, pound keepers, school trusties, this in turn brought
the consideration of a land surveyor and when William Shea and William Kay were
appointed to blaze out a road from the Lake Rosseau settlement to the 5th mile corner on
the Parry sound Road. The land surveyor F. Armstrong set up a 66 foot right of way on
which pathmasters who were appointed by the council annually were allotted each a
portion and with the help of other settlers in the individual areas were called to do their
statute labour which varied in days according to the settlers assessment. This way of
arrangement in a new land where there was little or no money provided helpful in road
building, that otherwise could not have been done. This practice worked well, save for
the sharp rivalry between pathmasters some who were expert road builders, who had
perfect grades and others who were not so good were exposed by their work and the
condition of their road. This gave demand for a man over all pathmasters. This they
called a commissioner, who was appointed by council. The first man to be appointed to
this office in Watt by a motion of council May 22, 1871 was William Shea.
As the road began to take shape and the work of logging, stumping and grading
progressed, it is apparent from records there became a question in the minds of the people
at the east end of Three Mile Lake, should the road go from Lot 9 Concession 5 in east
Ufford through the Camel Lake and Skunk Hill to the Lot 10 Concession A on the Parry
Sound Road. The Martins and Alex Younges who lived on the trail into Three Mile Lake
from the Parry Sound Road and considered the road should continue on in its easterly
direction, following closer to the shore of Three Mile Lake going through their settlement
and joining the Parry Sound Road at Lots 12 and 13 Concession A. The question became
so contentious that the council decided to suspend their decision of establishment of the
Skunk Hill road which was expressed as follows. Moved by Thos. Wright. Seconded by
John Hammell that the new road laid out by F.W. Armstrong Esq. PL.S. commencing at
the Windermere Road Lot 25 Concession 8 and terminating at Lot 10 Concession A on
the Parry Sound Road be suspended and laid over, and that a meeting of the settlers be
convened for the purpose of obtaining the feeling of the majority of the settlers,
immediately interested as to which road would be most serviceable to all of the above
settlers. Said meeting to be convened at Ufford Post Office on Saturday, Dec. 21st at six
o’clock p.m. and that a petition be drafted and signed by the settlers and forwarded to the
legislature assembly of Ontario praying for aid to assist in the above road. Said petition
to be presented at the next session of parliament, endorsed by the Reeve and Township
Clerk on behalf of Corporation. Carried. There does not appear on record any information
that would lend information as to the decision of the meeting at the Post Office untilApril
30, 1873 where it was moved by John Hammell ; Seconded by Thos. Yates that Bylaw
No. 50 relating to road surveyed by F.W. Armstrong Pl.S and commencing at Lots 25
Concession 8 and terminating at Lots 10 Concession A or on the 5th mile of the Parry
Sound Road be read a third time and passed. Carried.
This was the final establishment of the Skunk Hill branch of the Ufford Windermere
Road that served as the main outlet or road on the south side of Three Mile Lake. As it
improved and became the way to travel by they who traveled by summer by wagon and
buckboard . To the mind of the writer this road became as a deeper stream that drew the
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water from the shallow rivulets and soon the travel by the old trails grew fewer and
farther between . Lot owners fenced the old trails. However the change from the old trail
to the new road was not so rapid as one might think. They who returning home directed
their footsteps in the way of the old trails that had led them to their new homes years
before, and others declared the old trails went more direct and not so lonely, leading by
settlers holdings one could meet and talk with their fellow settlers as they passed along.
Perhaps by the lapse of 20 years the old had ceased to travel, the younger had taken over
with the new improved road, the horse instead of the ox and the wheels instead of the
jumper, the rattle of the bull chain, the thump, thump of the jumper, the sound of the oxen
feet and the voice of the driver. The old trails were trod no more but were left to the
solitudes of nature save for some pioneer or his son, who was drawn by memories to the
ancient track, to walk in silence and to live again amidst the memories of another day.
The usual condition of Three Mile Lake in late autumn and early spring when the ice was
void of snow offered an invitation of travel to all the inhabitants nestled about the shores,
especially they of Lake Rosseau or Windermere settlement, giving route with scarcely
more than two grades at the homeward end. This important ice route gave emphasis to the
importance of the Martin trail that led from the Parry Sound Road Lots 12 and 13
Concession A to Martin’s beach at east end of lake. This trail became so popular and
important that it became known as the Three Mile Lake Road. While the land it ran
through was located on property the owners had not received the slightest remuneration
for the confiscation of the right of way, the traveling public were slowly establishing. A
right by possession to travel, though less than two miles in length, unplanned by anyone,
custom was establishing one of the most important links in the area. Not only to Three
Mile Lake but a path made by the feet of they who knew the forest ways both young and
old had crossed Lots 6, 7 and 8 Concession 5 skirting the south shore of the lake on
higher ground, had connected the Martin Trail with the Skunk Hill angle or curve on Lot
8 Concession 5 of the Ufford , Windermere Road. With this development conditions were
such as to urge they of that day to move, as recorded in the records of July 28,1877 to
purchase a right of way across Lots 12 and 13 Concession A from Alex Younge for the
amount of forty dollars. Thus the forging of the link that joined together and made our
road that later by improvement and labor became a better road and Skunk Hill trail and
like others of early roads gave place. The forest closed in and the sound of the rattling
wheels were heard passing on its way no more. Three Mile Lake that had induced the
settlers to seek a better way, unchanged yields its evidence at the beginning and ending of
the wintery season, but the sound of horses corks in the ice and the rattle of the runners
on her bosom, have given place to the hum of motors carrying passengers and cargo over
the Highway 516. But if she were to speak old Three Mile could boast, that she was the
one who in the beginning had induced man to find a better way to travel.
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Bogart’s Mill Three Mile Lake Settlement at
Ufford

Sometime about the year 1865, a man by the name of Thomas Yates came to visit his
sisters Susan Sherwood and Pheobe Kay who with their husbands and little families had
recently moved into the Three Mile lake settlement of Ufford, and as well to visit his and
their father and mother, Mr and Mrs. Thos Yates Senior, who had accompanied their
daughters to pioneer in the new land. Thos Yates was a man who had pioneer experience
in several projects of importanct concern to Canada at large, and when he came to Ufford
in Watt Township and saw the need oflumber by the pioneers for doors, floors and
roofing for their houses and other buildings and the abundance of beautiful timber at hand
and the presence of waterfalls to furnish power, he at once determined to set up a saw
mill. He chose the site on Camel’s Creek Lot 9 Concession 4 where a steady flowing
stream discended sometwenty feet flowing through a narrow gorge whose restriction
formed a pond above of perhaps an acre of clear water, above which by a stream of
perhaps one hundred and fifty yards long fed from Camel’s Lake which lay at a higher
elevation affording an abundance of storage basin to supply the water to run a mill from
early spring to the freeze up. It was a simple task to construct a control dam on the outlet
of Camel’s Lake and also a higher dam at the outlet of the pond from which the flume
was built of wood hewn construction to carry the steady flow of water to the over shot
water wheel, which revolved turning a horizontal shaft that transmitted the power to
operate the machinery of the mill. This mill was equipped with an upright saw and other
machinery of simple construction. In this type of mill much of its make up was of wood.
This could be produced near the site, this being of necessary consideration due to the fact
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that the transportation of heavy iron machinery at that date was out of the question over
soft narrow bush trails. When the mill construction was finished and brought into
service, it proved a blessing that was greatly prized by the settlers and to this day there
are buildings that were built of lumber that shows the marks of the stroke of the teeth of
the upright saw. In the year 18__ Thos. Yates sold the mill and all his acreage of timber
to Jacob Bogart who ably filled the demand for sawn lumber, installed a shingle machine
that made pine and cedar shingles for the settlers. After years of use the first mill became
worn and was replaced. By now the trails had become wider and on the frost of the early
winter and by the power of the ox teams, heavier and up to date machinery was brought
in. An iron turbine replaced the over shot water wheel that had so nobly served the early
needs of the community. This new machinery when installed had changed the mill in
many ways. The bull wheel that worked on the fast friction drive, that brought the logs
from the pond to the carriage to put into place by the mechanism operated by the foot of
the head sawyer. The fast log dogging system on the carriage and the big circular saw
with a speed of from 475 RPM to 500 RPM that sliced the boards or planks from the logs
with a steady hum.The howling edger that seemed to enjoy keeping up to the big saw.
The buzzing of the double trimmers that snipped off the uneven ends of the boards and
cut them to a given length. The sound of the falling timber blending with the voices of the
men. A change had come to the mill at Camel’s Creek with an output of 20 m per ten
hour day, as well as shingles, mouldins, flooring. Casings and trim furnished from the
planer under expert operators. Jake’s mill by the year of 1885 had become a factory
operated by father and son, turning out finished work unexcelled anywhere in Ontario.
Lumber from the mill that in earlier years had been sold, much had been drawn over the
jumper trail by oxen to Bracebridge, that at the coming of the railway was delivered by
teams of horses and Bob sleighs. A sight to see day after day, the loads of lumber moving
along the snow ploughed road to Falkenburg station. The years passed by work and time
changes men as well as machinery and in the year of 1916, April 7, the pioneer owner
Jacob Bogart passed from this life to the great Beyond. Nathaniel, the only son who had
remained carried on. Timber was not so plentiful as in by gone years. He a man alert to
the trend of affairs, purposed to instal an electric generator to be driven by the faithful
turbine that had served well , would furnish power to produce energy to light them. But
ere his dream became a reality the hand of death laid hold of a useful life. There was no
other to fill his place and in an era of progress at the dawn of anew day, suddenly came
the end. The old mill wheel never turned again.
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Re: Cemetery
Taken from Council minutes May 29th, 1880. Moved by William Kay . Seconded by
G. Creasor that council secure two public cemeteries. One acre in each , to be situated
one on the south side and one on north side of Three Mile Lake. Taken from council
minutes December 6th, 1880. Moved by William Kay. Seconded by Thomas Aitken that
the Reeve do issue his order on the Treasurer in favor of Alfred Hunt for the amount of
$30.00 purchase of cemetery at Ufford. Roy Coutts states that James Lovely logged the
cemetery with oxen. This cemetery has since been fenced and many old pioneers have
been laid to rest as the stones indicate as one passes through the cemetery and takes note
of the dates and persons. Many are the memories of these dear ones who have given so
faithfully to make a settlement such as we have and love. May these memories ever be
cherished. Frank Morris states a girl was first buried in the cemetery. Sarah Longhurst
moved her mother from the Methodist Church ground to the new cemetery.
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Churches
With the settlers came the need for churches. Different families had their own beliefs.
There were three churches in Ufford, through the years. The old Methodist and Anglican
were among the first. Later Horner came and a church was built known as Hornerite
church. Each had its place and worshippers. To-day 1960, one church remains known as
the United Church, formerly the old Methodist church. This church is built of brick and
roofed with steel. In the year 18__ it was bricked being used for years as a frame
structure. I’ve been told by one of the children of an old pioneer family of the old
Methodists having used a home when she was a youngster somewhere back of Ufford
school. One day there was such a crowd the floor caved in. John L. Shea donated the
ground on which the present church stands to be used by protestant denominations.
Across the road where Norman Longhurst now lives was a Roman Catholic family “The
Lovely’s”. However the difference of doctrine in a new land was swallowed up by
circumstances and conditions that brought people closer together and in their hearts
caused them to cast aside their doctrinal differences and with a sincere desire to worship
the God of their Fathers and His Son. What was the old Methodist later United Church of
Canada.? It closed its doors to services with the Christmas service in 1966. The building
still stands and Sunday school is still carried on. (1960’s)

Methodist-United Church
Taken from a paper handed to me by Wilfred Shea, having been sent to him by Mrs. Sam
Quinton. Made up by Grade 6 pupils on or about 1938. Pupil were Beth and Kathleen
Knowles, Ivadill Quinton and Allan Stevenson:
The Church
Before the church was built , services were held in the home of Mr. Polly’s,which is
now Robt. Coutts home. Rev. Dieprose was the first minister to preach in the Wesleyan
Methodist Church. He only came about once a month and held service. They had no
organ so they sang without music. They had a homemade pulpit and for seats they had
wooden benches. They had no coloured glass in the windows. The old church was used
until about forty-two years ago. They had the organ about five years before it was torn
down.
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The New Church
After they tore down the old church a new one
was built on the same lot about 1896. They bought a
new organ and new seats from the Knight Brothers
of Burks Falls. They also bought a pulpit. The first
minister was Rev. Farewell. Some of the following
ministers who preached in Ufford are: Dieprose,
Fralick, Farewell, Wilkinson, Atkinson, Pope,
Baibboro, Fairborn, Vickerson, Cook, Craig,
Manson, Mrs. Turner, Thorpe, Barnard, McCenahen.
Church closed with Christmas Service 1966.
The following is the list of officers elected at the
annual congregational meeting of the Ufford United
Church, held in the Ufford church Wednesday
evening January 13th, 1960.
Elders: Mrs. John Quinn and Mrs. Elgin Shea
Stewards: Mr. Cecil Veitch, Mr. Ralph Kirbyson, Mr. Ernest Watson, and Mrs. Ralph
Kirbyson
Secretary: Mrs. Ralph Kirbyson
Trustees: Mr. Wm Kirbyson, Mrs. Elijah Veitch, and Mrs. Ernest Watson
Auditors: Mrs. Wm Kay, Mrs. Aubrey Kay and alternate Mrs. Bert Shea
Organist: Miss Fern Kirbyson

Final Service at Ufford United Church (newspaper article 1966)
Improved methods of transportation have made possible the formation of larger
community institutions and organizations as smaller ones have been able to join their
efforts together – this is seen not only in rural schools but also in rural churches. The
congregation of Ufford United Church lately decided, with only one dissenting vote, to
suspend local services, in favor of attendance at Windermere or Utterson. Their minister,
Mr. Clarence McClenagan, resides in Windermere and serves the churches also at
Rosseau and Utterson.
On Sunday afternoon the final service took place at the Ufford Church, and was
attended by a good-sized congregation, representative of the old families of the
community, with several coming from a distance. Mr. McClenaghan conducted the
services, and welcomed Rev. D.A. Muir, of Bracebridge, who gave the sermon and
officiated tho two sacraments. He baptized seven members of the family of Mr. and Mrs.
Ray Fraser. The final act of worship in the church was the sacrament of Holy
Communion.
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Newspaper Article September 15,1960
Orange Parade at Ufford
A parade of special interest was held Sunday afternoon, when the members of Threemile Lake Loyal Orange Lodge and the L.O.B.A., and visiting brethern and sisters from
other lodges in the County formed at the residence of Mr. Elgin Shea, for a parade to the
Ufford United Church, for the annual church service. They marched to what is now
beginning to be the familiar strains of music by the Welland County Flute and Drum
Band and made a fine showing.
The special speaker for the service was Rev.J.L. Vinet, of the Powassan United
Church, who gave a fine address on Protestantism and what it means to have freedom of
worship. There was a very large attendance to hear his splendid address. Through the
kindness of Mr. Aubrey Bogart, who supplied a public address system, those who were
unable to find a place in the church, were able to hear the service. Rev. R.P. Thorpe, of
Windermere, assisted in the service.
Following the service the parade re-formed and proceeded back to the Shea residence,
where the Band gave several numbers and there was some public speaking, the
proceedings concluding with the National Anthem. The Band was given a splendid-off as
they proceeded back to their homes, in Welland.
All who were privileged to attend felt it was well-worth afternoon and are grateful to
those who helped to make the annual parade and service such a sucess.

Anglican Church
Records I have of St. John’s Anglican church situated then on what is now David Shea’s
home lot with cemetery joining the church lot, which is still kept fenced by Bert Shea and
is property of Anglican Diocese, names on stones.
Accounts from Easter 1885 to Easter 1886 are in records also each year until 1901.
First minutes of vestry meeting held on Thursday November 15, 1893 with Mr. A. R.
Mitchell, missionary in charge in the chair. I would appear Anthony Knowles, H. W. Gill,
W. Kay were the acting members at that date and that Mitchell was minister until year of
1900 when Robt. Atkinson became minister. From minutes on file, Gowan Gilmour,
Archdeacon was chairman of vestry meeting of St. John’s Anglican Ufford May 25th,
1904. Vestry meeting held in Church April 1906, Archbishop W. A. J. Burt was
chairman. In this meeting, Mr. Bonser’ was a mover and also, David Knowles . Mark
Kay was an active member. Mr. J. Waring was minister and Mr. David Knowles was
organist. These records taken out of book belonging to Mrs. Minnie Coutts formerly
Minnie Kay(now deceased but from a pioneer family). I also have seen at Mr. George
Kay’s home in Bracebridge the fount or Baptistry out of the old Anglican church in 1960.
It was homemade out of wood and still looked its former self. It was painted white. A real
relic. The church was taken down in the year______.
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“Anna Jane Matchett wins the Erickson Cup” at the Senior Class Day on the 8th of June
1950. The cup is given to the student from Hazel Park High School graduating class for
outstanding work in service, leadership and schollarship. Anna’s father “Albert J.
Machett” is a Muskoka boy, being the oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. John Machett, who
lived for many years in Ufford.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------“In 1948 Shirley Puro, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Puro, had higher marks than any pupil
for the past 20 years in entrance exams at Bracebridge High School” Shirley , student of
Ufford Public School.
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Hunter’s Ode
The hunting season is upon us with its attendant dangersto hunters. Those civil servants who will be taking to the
bush are asked to heed the lines written in 1909 by an
unidentified author, and recently reissued by the
Department of Lands and Forests.

A hunter popped a partridge on a hill
It made a great to do and then was still.
It seems (when, later on, his bag he spied)
It was his guide!
One shot a squirrel in a nearby wood –
A pretty shot, off-hand, from where he stood.
It wore, they said, a shooting hat of brown
And lived in town!
And one dispatched a rabbit for his haul
That later proved to measure six feet tall;
And, less you think I’m handing you a myth,
Its name was Smith!
Another Nimrod slew the champion fox.
He glimpsed him lurking in among the rocks,
One rapid shot- it never spoke of moved,
The inquest proved!
A cautious man espied a gleam of brown;
Was it a deer, or Jones, a friend from town?
And while he pondered on the river’s brim,
Jones potted him!
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Lodges
Although no actual lodge rooms were in Ufford , there has been a keen interest all
through the years towards the lodges. (The first one being the Orange.) Back in the year
1867 William Shea joined L.O.L. 1229 and John Lily Shea was then master, as a
certificate shows that hangs in our home. This lodge is still active after nearly one
hundred years of service. Much could be said and clippings will show that interest is still
taken. Members of L.O.L from Ufford include most of the Kays, also a goodly number of
Shea’s, some of the Veitchs, Mr. Harold Watson, James Longhurst, Wyman Bogart and
Roy Cowan.
David Shea has been master of Lodge at eighteen years of age and still is master 196263. Bert Shea served as county master for three years from 1958 to 1961. County takes in
from Severn Bridge on south to Three Mile Lake on the north and from Baysville in the
east to Mactier and Foote’s Bat on the west.
L.O.B.A. 1204 was instituted on March 25th ,1950. Active
members include Tereasa Kay, Lucy Shea, Hazel Kay,
Bernice Shea all from Ufford. Our lodge room is at Raymond
and we are known as the Three Mile Lake Lodge but there
are the active members from the whole township.( Mrs.
Hazel Kay being our first worthy mistress) Lucy Shea has
served the same office and is past mistress and now myself,
Bernice Shea and Tereasa Kay is Deputy. Mrs. Hazel Kay
has never missed a meeting since its institution which is
surely a record. In
1963 Mrs. Tereasa
Kay became mistress
and Bernice Shea ,
became past mistress.
For 3 years Mrs.
George Quinton
1966-67.
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Masonic Lodge and I.O.O.F.
There are other men from Ufford who travel to Bracebridge regularly to attend
Masonic and Odd Fellows Lodge meetings. Through the years masons have had as
members; Ellis Smalley 1902, Will Shea, David Veitch, Levi Shea, Gordon and Will
Knowles, Jim Oldham, Elmer Kirbyson, Elgin Shea, Cecil Veitch, and Bill Veitch. Henry
Kirbyson served as master of Muskoka Lodge No. 360 A.F. and A.M. Bracebridge 1959.
The Odd Fellows have as members Wilfred Shea, John Quinn and Clarence Watson

Melvin Lee Shea
Master 1 1989

Henry Kirbyson Master Bracebridge
Lodge 1959
Donated by Freda Kirbyson

Muskoka Lodge No. 360
Masonic Lodge
Bracebridge, Ontario
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Women’s Organizations
Women’s Institute or W.I.
It appears at around the turn of the century the Women’s Institute was organized. First
records show 1907-8. Members in good standing were as follows: Mrs. C. Oldham, Mrs.
D. Knowles, Miss A. Knowles, Mrs. D. Veitch, Miss V. Veitch, Mrs. W. Kay Sr., Miss
Minnie Kay, Mrs. Robt Knowles,Miss Enid Knowles, Miss E. Goring, Mrs. J. Peters,
Miss N. Peters, Mrs. W. Lloyd, Mrs. W. Hanes, 1908-9.Mrs. Bonzer, Mrs. E. Veitch,
Mrs. John Shea. 1910-11; Miss Lucy Shea, Miss Dolly Lloyd, Miss Jessie Oldham, Miss
Florie Goring. 1911-12. Miss A.. Nicol, Mrs. K. Bogart. 1912-13 Mrs. Fred Nicols, Miss
N. Wilkinson, Miss Susannah Shea, Miss Ethel Kay. 1913-14. Mrs. Herb Putman, Mrs. J.
Longhurst, Miss Catherine Shea, 1914-15. Mrs. M. Wainwright, Mrs. John Lloyd. 191516. Mrs. Mark Kay. 1917-18. Mrs. Add Veitch. Names added along the years. Mrs. Mary
Oldham was president for the first number of years and Mrs. E. Veitch was Secretary
Treasurer. Minutes show a keen interest was taken in instructive reading and recipe
exchanges. During the war years much attention was given to the needs of the soldiers.
Boxes were packed and sent and real enthusiasm was shown. A number of years we were
without W.I. but in 1947 it was reorganized.

Convention at J. Hollingsworth 1924
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Ufford W.I. Host Grandmothers at Mrs. Elgin Shea’s. From left to right: Mrs. Bennett,
Mrs. Albert Longhurst, Mrs. Jack Asken, Mrs. Add Veitch, Mrs. Annie Cowan, Mrs.Alex
Cowan, Mrs. John Shea, Mrs. Will Quinn, Mrs. H. Stephenson, Mrs. Will Kay, Mrs.
Elijah Veitch, Mrs. Will Kirbyson, David Shea and Rhonda Kay. This picture donated by
Tereasa Kay. Taken in 1950.

From left to right: Irene Watson, Helen Quinn, Helen Puro, Celina Longhurst, Norma
Longhurst, Eva Watson and Hazel Kay seated

Ufford W.I. written in 1968 by Irene Watson
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When I became a Women’s Institute member on
my 21st 1947, twenty-one years ago, I little knew
how much enjoyment and satisfaction, and feeling
of fulfillment would be mine through working for
this organization in branch, district and area. I have
served the Ufford branch as public relations
officer, as president, two terms as secretary, the
Central Muskoka District as president for five
years, as secretary for five years, as Representative
to the Muskoka Farm and Safety Council, as public
relations officer and Federation Representative and
as Area chairman. I pride myself on having been
absent but once from a district annual and having
been in attendance at sixteen Northern Area
Conventions during those twenty-one years. I have
had the pleasure of attending officers conferences
and the first national conference in Ottawa in 1957,
while district president the fourth; National conference in Guelph in our Centennial year
1967. I have been a leader and assistant for 4H projects. I am a member of the United
Church and I have been the Ufford news correspondent to the local newspaper for the
past ten years. Born Irene Wriilleme at Wattenmyle, Parry Sound District Sept. 4th, 1922
and I came to Muskoka as a bride of twenty in 1943. I am a farmer’s wife, mother of two
children and grandmother of one. Please believe this is all true. These many things I love
to do, though there be cloudy or sunny sky, I’ll continue to serve the W.I. Submitted by
Mrs. E. Irene Watson, former president from 1956 to 1961.
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Postal Service
Although our records show service from 1870, there was a period of seven years when
at first we have told and believe, the pioneers had to go to Orillia or Washago for their
mail. Later for a few years the mail came by boat or canoe from Gravenhurst to Port
Carling and then a man by the name of William Johnson carried it through the big
swamp coming out at Joe Knowles place on the Doherty Road. Rural Mail has been
delivered to boxes daily coming from Utterson from 1944 to now, 1963.
The following is a letter from The Post Office Department, Transportation Branch
to Mrs. Shea, dated September 25th, 1961.
Accounts Verification
William T. Morley 1870 to 1871
H. W. Gill 1872 to 1882
Nelson Sherwood 1882 to 1889
John G. Gill 1889 to 1897
Miss Sarah Longhurst 1897 to 1902
Mrs. Metta Veitch 1902 to 1910
John Shea 1910 to 1911
Mark E. Kay 1911 to 1926
Mrs. Elza Veitch 1926 to 1944

Ottawa 1, Ont.,
25th September 1961

Mrs. Bernice Shea
R.R. No. 2
UTTERSON, Ontario
Dear Mrs. Shea
I wish to refer to your letter of 2nd January, 1961, requesting information regarding the
early history of the Ufford Post Office. Unfortunately, your letter became mislaid and I
must apologize for the delay.
According to our records the office was established on 1st May,1870, and closed on 2nd
October, 1944. A service was inaugurated on 1st May, 1870 between Falkenburg and
Ufford, and the first Postmaster was Mr. W.T. Morley, who was also the first mail
courier. The mode of travel at that time was either by horse back or horse and buggy. The
distance was 10 miles, the frequency 1 trip per week, and the rate $25.72 per annum.
I hope this information will be of value to you.
Yours very truly
F. Pageau
Director of Transportation
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Outside View April 13,1961
Watson

Clarence,Eva,Caroline and Harold

Stores through the years
The first person to operate a general store at Ufford on Concession 4, Lot 11, Watt
Township was Henry G. Gill who came to Canada in the late 1800’s. The store was in
operation in 1879 for it is mentioned in William Shea’s second book, History of the
Shea’s and Paths to Adventure. Gill’s store served the community until it was destroyed
by fire in the early 1890’s.
Later Miss Sarah Longhurst owned and operated a store on Lot 17, Concession 5, Watt
Township, which served the community well until it was also destroyed by fire. Around
1930 and later, Gladys Veitch had a store on the same lot in the big double house which
still stands today.
There were other stores in the west end of the settlement know mostly to the tourist trade
which were built in the 1940s.
Clarence and Eva Watson operated a small store and garage on Concession 4,Lot 11,
Watt Township for the years from July 1, 1951 to 1961. A new more modern store which
was attached to the house and garage was opened for business April 13, 1961. When
Clarence and Eva retired the business passed to their daughter Marion and her husband
Richard Ellis. The Ellis’ sold in 1977 to Donald James Britton and Elizabeth Britton who
in turn sold to Richard and Isabel Taylor in 1980. Isabel runs the grocery while Rick, who
has turned the garage into a body and repair shop, fixes lawnmowers, paints cars and
does general repairs from what he calls the Fix-It- Shop. This is a small business, but is
quite busy during the Tourist Season and deserves to commended for simply staying
within a community to which it provides a service.
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Telephone or Communication
The winter of 1915-16 with so much snow and sickness, it was hard to get around.
There was no means of ploughing the roads, only by someone who kept good horses, a
plough and was willing to brave the storms to try and keep the traffic going. One such
worthy person was Thos Sherwood who served in this capacity for years without not even
a thank-you except in times of sickness. There was a deep sense of gratitude by those
who he had befriended. The closest communication with doctors and the outside world
was at Utterson. The trip had to be made by horse and cutter. It is worth mentioning here
that Elgin Shea many times made this particular trip to the nearest phone at P.J.
McNallys’. Settlers by this time were determined to do something about it.
A meeting of the people of Ufford was held in the school house Feb. 10th, 1916. Quoting
from the minutes: A meeting of the people of Ufford was held in the school house Feb.
10th, 1916 to decide on what was to be done in regard to a telephone. Representatives of
the Raymond Telephone system, the Beatrice Telephone system,the Bell Telephone
Company, and Mr. Dally of Northern Electric were present. W.J. Hammell was elected
Chairman. John Shea was appointed Secretary.The chairman’s address was given. There
was also a speech by Mr. Dally and the Bell Telephone representative. After much
consultation, it was decided to form a company to be known as the Ufford Telephone
Company. This would cover the area from the Wellington Veitch’s and as far east as the
Bennett’s and along the main road and up the side roads where necessary. It would cover
Doherty Road to Robt. Knowles’home. The Ufford Company was desirous of going 5050 or half the expense with Beatrice to the Utterson Corner. It was moved by John Shea
and seconded by Elijah Veitch. John Longhurst was appointed President of this company.
After three meetings of planning, the records show that there was a desire among the
people for a municipal system. Windermere and Deebank were also interested and
attended the said meetings. W.J. Hammell, although a shareholder in the Raymond
Telephone Company ,was for a municipal system. John Shea, Add Veitch, and Jack
Longhurst took a firm stand in Ufford. A. W. Briese, John Bogart and Henry Creasor
backed the idea for Deebank and Ullswater. In Windermere, the Aitken family with
Henry Longhurst backed the idea.
There were many obstacles in the way such as these companies already formed and the
diehards who wouldn’t sign a piece of property over as was necessary to become a
shareholder. Those who had already signed first and who were eager to put their names
on the petition were: Wellington Veitch, Robt. Knowles, Add Veitch, Geo. Bonzer, John
Lloyd, Mary Shea, James Longhurst, Mark Kay, and Joseph W. Kay. John Longhurst
was president. John Shea was secretary. Elijah Veitch, Nathaneal Bogart and Charles
Oldham were directors for the Ufford Telephone Company.
A petition to the Council for the establishment of a Municipal Telephone System was
circulated by William Aitkin and John Bogart. Few there were who did not sign it and at
the next council meeting the petition was given in and the majority of council was for the
Municipal movement. What was the next move? Here again, John Shea and W.J.
Hammell got their heads together and got in touch with Francis Dagger of the Railway
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and Municipal Board for his advice. However, some were for going ahead and not
waiting for the legal advice as it is often lengthy. So the next move was money and on
with the work. A.W. Briese and W.J. Hammell went into Utterson and borrowed from
P.J. Clark $19,000.00, the estimate of the cost of construction of said system. John Shea
with a bewildered grin asked how they got it. Briese said it don’t matter we’ve got it.
Later it was revealed the two men had signed the receipt for the amount and Pat handed it
over. Now all was ready.
The first general meeting of the Watt Municipal Telephone System was held in the
Deebank School March 28th, 1916. There business was accomplished and soon
everything was in readiness as soon ass weather permitted to begin construction. Six
weeks after the first meeting they met in Ufford. The council turned management of the
system over to a Board of Commissioners. The first board was made up of John
Longhurst, John Webber and chariman A.W. Briese. The auditor was William Aitken.
The first Telephone Commisssioners meeting was held in the Orange Hall Feb. 21st,
1917.
Commissioner’s named Geo. Hammell, John Longhurst and Wm Aitkens, chairman, W.J.
Hammell, secretary-treasurer.
In June 16th communication was advanced as far as John Shea’s. Geo. Hammell was
installing phones. John Hollingsworth was at work in Beatrice and John Bogart at work
in Deebank. Soon all had their service.
Later Brackenrig was taken in with thirteen subscribers. Victor Knight was overseer and
later served on the Commission, which he held until the close of the system.
In 1931, there was the Bent River extension and the Three Mile lake. Service extende
into Stephenson Township and Utterson became our central office. Pay phones were
installed in hotels and stores. After fifty-four years of service business was so heavy and
the lines were deteriorating. There was a need for an complete overhaul of the system or
as a vote showed to sell to the Bell Telephone Company which they did. They sold after a
lot of meetings for $16,000.00 in 1960 and dismantle the system. A three man
commission was elected to liquidate the assets and dismantle around 500 miles of wire,
two switching stations, offices, one residence and considerable lead cable and underwater
lines. The men elected were the members of the commission, namely John Bogart who
was chairman, Victor Knight, William Wilson and Bert Shea who was Secretarytreasurer. June 19th, 1960 all was in readiness and at 2.20a.m. the switches were pulled
and the last messages had gone over the wires and the Watt Municipal Telephone
Company had become history. The assets were disposed of, the selvage cleared and the
legal procedure carried out according to the Act and on the morning of December 21,
1963 the last cheques went into the mail bearing the amount of $232.29 to 136
subscribers less his recoverable arrears if any. Thus there drew to a close a period of
nerve racking and parley and discussion for commission and Secretary-treasurer. He
having gone down with a heart attack, his wife Bernice was appointed by the chairman to
finish the whole affair. She had to deal with the bank, the subscribers and the Auditor. In
consultation, she and the old veteran John Bogart of telephone serve drew to a conclusion
a page in history. I might say here the William Knowles was Secretary-treasurer for a
number of years before Bert Shea took over. Mark Kay also served some years as
Treasurer. We now have Bell Service.
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Blacksmith 1885 to 1902
As Ufford developed as other communities, there became more and more demand for
men skilled in the trade of iron workers. In the early days of the pioneer, there was but
little demand for iron work other than the sharpening of a grub hoe for gardening work or
potato planting, or the sharpening of harrow teeth. These harrow teeth were made from
iron about ! square by 10 or 11 inches long, sharp on one end with a four side taper
point. These teeth, twelve or so were driven into holes bored in the limbs of a true crotch
shaped like a wish bone. The limbs of the crotch were armed by the iron teeth to tear up
the ground. The joined end had an auger hole through it to which a chain was hooked by
means of a clavicle. This simple but substantial harrow was drawn among the stumps in
the new land by an ox or by man power, this giving sufficient seed bed for grain and
grass seed or the welding of broken bull chains, broken by the oxen in the logging
fallows. As these days gradually passed and the buckboard and wagon took the place of
the jumper, the horse, the place of oxen, the iron shod sleigh became more in use. The
blacksmith with his shop and stock of iron became a necessity in every town and village.
Some set up shop in the outlying communities in the midst of the field of demand. The
man to locate in Ufford as blacksmith was Charles Meechiam. There had been others
who could do the smithing work, shoe horses, make cant hooks and tongs, swivel grabs
etc. but to them this work was a forced necessity, for the sake of their regular work.
Among these men was James Bogart. But when old Charly moved in and located on the
right hand side of the land leading to Sherwood’s house in the old building from which
had sounded the first calls to school... yes in Watt, from its wider doors floated shoeing,
tire setting, tool making, sleigh ironing and even to the making of carving knives, forks,
hunting knives, fish spears, cold chisels, pitch forks... in short the needs and the
requirements and the ideas of the energetic community were satisfied and brought into
being. Repairs were made all from the knowledge and brain of the noble blacksmith.
After a few years old Charlie as he was commonly known, decided to change his location
and build a new shop and house on the ground of his own. He bought a lot off Lot 10
concession 5 by the spring creek on the Bogart or Quinn side road. Here a comfortable
shop and house were built and he enjoyed years of good business. The community
profited by his art. But with prosperity, old Charlie had developed a slumbering weakness
that had led him into debt. He was becoming an old man and he determined that he
should not die in debt even though it was for whiskey. He sold his home and good shop,
paid his bill to the hotel keeper and returned to the shore of Sherwood’s Creek. He made
himself a shop of single boarding and an upstairs room rough and unfinished. He built a
stone furnace and bellows. This time his location was on the west side of the creek, on a
small lot he bought from John Shea, just across the road from Shea’s Mill. A good
location and plenty of business, but his head was lowering, his step was shorter and slow.
His blows on the iron less frequent and his anvil had lost its merry ring, but his voice oft
raised in song. But as to all, time wearing him down his legs began to swell- signs of
dropsy. One cold day in thelate autumn he sold his shop to George Farrant, a Barnardo
boy who Mrs. Sherwood had raised and old Charlie went to live near his daughter at
Oakley Bridge, Fraserburg. With a lack of money he suffered in poverty and cold until at
last in the midst of winter he passed away owing not a penny to any man. A useful life
and a good citizen had gone to his final home.
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Golden Wedding Celebration Mr. & Mrs. Forge

Mary and
William Shea

Fred & Irene
Aitkin

Henry & Mrs. Creasor
Victor & Winnie

Wilfrid & Sadie
Creasor

Henry & Edith Longhurst

Milton & Merven
Longhurst

Mr. & Mrs. Jake Bogart

Watt Township Tourist Development Association
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Poster
A meeting will be held in the RAYMOND Community
Centre at *;30 p.m. Tues., July 18, For the purose of
organizing a Watt Township Tourist Development
Assoc.
All Interested Property Owners are Invited to
Attend(1961)

Year 1969
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This year brought many varied changes to the settlement of Ufford. Much property has
changed hands. Beginning at the westerly boundary the Roy Cowan farm was sold and a
business now known as Northern Recreation was established there. There is also a real
estate agent and a Skidoo salesman there. Mrs. Cowan moved to Bracebridge. Coming
east to what was known as the Wright place and which the Longhursts have owned has
been sold but there are no improvements as yet. Coming farther east we come to Norman
Longhurst’s farm which has also changed hands. He sold it last year but never moved out
of the house until the spring of 1969. He moved to a house which he had built on the lake
shore in the peninsula on Wood or Shea Road. On the same road, the Kay farm was sold,
and the Whitney Kays moved to Bracebridge. In the Elijah Veitch home, Calvin and
Muriel Veitch moved in. In David Shea’s home,Mr. and Mrs. Ed Cousins moved in and
David Shea moved to their remodeled home on their farm across the road. Going further
east the property, south of Walter Coutts property was sold to them by Henry Kirbyson.
Going again the John Quinn farm has been sold and the Quinns have built a modern
home on their side road and will be moving in, in 1970. The Neil Puro home has changed
hands and a Mr. and Mrs. West now reside there. The Hadaways have sold their home
and lakeshore property and have bought a home in Bracebridge.
There have been gatherings in this year worthy of note. Before the Kays moved, there
was a community gathering where most of the neighbours gathered to wish Whitney and
Tereasa the best of everything in their new home. They were presented with a lovely pole
lamp from the community.
Later the W.I. members and some other friends gathered at an afternoon meeting at
Mrs. Puro’s home in Bracebridge. The W.I. presented her with a nice piece of glassware.
We all had a very enjoyable afternoon’s entertainment and felt it was time well spent.
We also had a group of ladies from the Community gathered at Mrs. Cowan’s home in
Bracebridge and presented her with a mirror for her home. We all enjoyed the afternoon’s
outing. These were surprise parties.
At our June W.I. meeting we presented Mrs. John Quinn with a lovely piece of
glassware for the use of her home for money making, teas, etc. which was held there
while they were on the farm over the years.
There have also been deaths from the community in this year which have sadden
homes. On April 14, Art Shea who spent much time on our Tweedsmuir History book
cover was killed while working with the Hydro and was buried in Ufford Cemetery. A
few days later James Longhurst, a long time resident of Ufford died and was buried in the
Ufford Cemetery. Just recently at the beginning of the new year, Rev. William Coutts, the
last of the older Coutts family died and was brought to Ufford for burial. On Feb. 11,
Miss Viola Wright, a girl born in Ufford and later moving with her family to Glen
Orchard and making her home there but coming back to Ufford to renew old
acquaintances died and was buried in Glen Orchard. She was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Tomas Wright who leved in Ufford in the early days. Also an old neighbour to all but
who in the last number of years made his home in Port Carling, Mr. Laurence Mason died
and was buried in Port Carling Cemetery. A goodly number of Ufford friends attended
these funerals. Mr. Mason died in March.

1970
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Weather-wise the total winter snowfall during the 1969-70 season was 109 inches.
There were 43 below zero readings on the thermometers. A freak snow storm occurred on
May 4th, piling Ufford and the surrounding countryside high with drifts of snow. On
August 2nd, a very steady heat wave ended after twelve days.
A Valentine Tea was served in the original Quinn Farm house by the Ladies of the
Ufford W.I. The tea was attended by the ladies from the surrounding communities as well
as the ladies from Ufford. This tea which was held on February 13,1970 was the final one
in the old Quinn Farmhouse as Mr. and Mrs. Quinn and their family have now taken up
residence in their home which was built on a piece of the original farm.
In the year 69-70, a Kindergarten was started in the Watt Central School where the
children from Ufford attend. Hughie Smith was one of the children to start to
Kindergarten in the year 1970.
Susanna and William Veitch entertained some of the younger pupils from the Watt
Central School at their sugar bush in Maple syrup making time. Mr. Veitch makes many
gallons of fine syrup each year; some of which is sampled in most every home in Ufford.
On May 3rd. about 58 people, ( made up mainly from Ufford, DeeBanks and
Windermere,) walked from highway 532, through Ufford to Windermere, participating in
a ten mile walkathon in aid of the Windermere United Church.
The Norman Longhurst’s enjoyed a holiday in Mexico this summer. They drove down
but flew back.
An interesting article, is accompanying this page, on Stanley Knowles, who was born
and raised here in Ufford. Stanley and a Dr. Jack Lagmaid of Oshawa placed very highly
in a US National Sailing Competition. Stanley also is a very popular and professional
skier.
A wedding took place on August 15, 1970 in Ullswater of Russel Quinn, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Johnny Quinn of Ufford. Russel took for his wife the former Bonnie Creasor of
Ullswater, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Creasor. Russel and Bonnie plan to build and
make their home in Ullswater.
Mr. and Mrs. John North celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in early October.
They had been residents of Ufford for many years. Many friends and neighbours of the
community attended.
There were two new babies who arrived in the community in the year 1970; one was
Dale Smith, a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. James Smith and a sister for Hughie and Ruth
Ann, the other was Shannon Roxanne Shea, a daughter to David Shea’s and a sister to
Heather Ann and James.
Mission work is being carried out by Gwen and Erik Perfson, who have moved with
their family; first to Albertville France and now to North West Sfrica, to an area called
Upper Mali Volta. They are to be stationed in a place called Banfora for the nest year.
Gwen is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Longhurst of Ufford.
The Community of Ufford lost one family, the Rices, who moved in June and received
three new neighbours in 1970. The Alex Dunseith’s moved to the former Kay farm, the
Edwin Peterson’s took up residence at the former residence. The community is also
looking forward to another new neighbour at the farm of Ernest Watson, who sold his
farm to Dr. and Mrs. John who is an in-law of Mr. Dunseith. The Watson’s who have
been longstanding residents of Ufford are planning to build a home on another lot which
they own in Ufford; so they will not be leaving their many friends and neighbours. The
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former Hadaway property was bought by the Red Wing Hockey School who has started a
boy’s camp. Rex and Kay Bogart moved to Ufford November 12, 1970.
Hunting season brought a brief holiday for many of the men folk of Ufford. Walter
Coutt gang received their count of venison. In the Ivan Longhurst group they helped the
deer population by shooting a wolf as well as deer. The wolves have become common
both to sight and sound in the community and thus a threat to the deer population
especially in the winters if there is a crust on the snow.
The community was saddened by the death of Mr. Albert Shea, who spent most of his
life in Ufford. He passed away at his home July 23,1970. He had devoted much of his late
years to the compiling of a book, “Birth of a Township and History of the Shea’s”. He
had also written a second book which will soon be ready for the press.
The community was further saddened by the death of his wife Bernice, when
December 16,1970 she was taken swiftly while en route to a meeting with the ladies of
the community. She was accompanied by a friend and neighbour, Mrs. Muriel Kirbyson.
The Ufford neighbours also were grieved to hear of the passing of Mrs. Sarah
Fullerton, who although not a resident of Ufford had lived in the Township many years.
Mrs. Fullerton was the mother of Mrs. Hazel Kay who lives in Ufford and has for years
been an active member of the Ufford Women’s Institute.
George W. Boyer president of Muskoka Publishing Company and long time publisher
of the Herald Gazette passed away March 11, 1970 in his 91st. year.
October 5th brought the first District wide elections held in the District of Muskoka.
Our new Watt Councilor is a lifelong neighbour of Ufford, Mr. Norman Cowan of Dee
Bank. His opponents in this election were Aubrey Bogart, also of Dee Bank and David
Shea of Ufford.
December 28, 1970 brought to a close the old Township of Watt. The final meeting
was held at the Township Office in Ullswater. Councilors Aubrey Bogart of Dee Bank,
Walter Coutts of Ufford, Dudley Penney of Brakenrig, David Shea of Ufford, Reeve
Vernon Briese of Dee Bank and clerk Norman Longhurst of Ufford attended.
The first Council Meeting of the United Townships of Watt and Cardwell was held on
January 16th, 1871. The final council meeting of the Township of Watt was held on
December 28th, 1970. This being on hundred years less twenty days from the date of the
first council meeting of the United Townships of Watt and Cardwell.
The first Council in 1871 was made up of councilors John L. Hammell of Raymand,
William Smith of Beatrice, John L. Shea of Ufford, John Giles of Ufford, Reeve Anthony
Suffern of Raymond and Clerk Fredric Richardson of Ullswater.
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Stanley Knowles and Dr. Jack
Langmaid win U.S. Albacore Sailing
Championship
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Mr. and Mrs. John North October 7, 1970
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1971
Ufford in 1971, welcomed the arrival of twin sisters Shelly Donalda and Sherry Grace
Smith to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Smith. Also a baby boy, Glen West, arrived at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Doug West, who are now the owners of the former Puro home.
1971 has been a year with fewer deaths to the immediate Ufford area. Mr. William
Watson, husband of the former Clara Kirbyson passed away. Bill and Clara have been
residents of Port Sydney for many years. Clara is a sister of Henry and Ralph Kirbyson of
Ufford. William Patterson, husband of the former Miss Annie Veitch, residents of nearby
Beaumont Drive also passed away. Mrs. Gustave Klingbeil formerly of neighbouring Dee
Bank, mother of Elmer Klingbeil of Ufford passed away at the age of 93. Kenneth
Fullerton, resident of Gravenhurst and brother of Mrs. Aubrey Kay passed away on
February 3, 1971. Venerable Archdeacon John B. Lindsell aged 91 passed away in
December of this year. While not being directly connected with Ufford, many of the
residents of this community have on many occasions met and listened to the Archdeacon
Lindsell. He retired from a 69 year ministry with the Anglican Church of Canada only
months previous to his death.
Many happy events were conducted in Ufford this year. In February the Annual W.I.
Tea at Mrs. Quinn’s was again a very pleasant success. April 25 brought the Lion’s Club
Pancake Social at Bill Veitch’s Sugar Bush, also a very successful event.
Very close neighbours of Ufford, Norman and Lila Cowan celebrated their 40th
Wedding anniversary in mid October.
Many Ufford residents attended the Cavalcade of Color held this year in Bracebridge,
October 3rd. Master of ceremonies was radio and TV personality John Fisher.... a
beautiful day and a good crowd.
Windermere, again, sponsored a walkathon on May 6th, which brought 66 walkers.
Participants walked the entire stretch from Nine Mile Corner to Windermere in spite of
bad weather and rain. The proceeds to the United Church Women’s funds were in excess
of $800.00.
Receiving an academic award for highest standing in boys practical at Bracebidge and
Muskoka Lakes Secondary School was Stephen Longhurst, oldest son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ivan Longhurst.
A Golden Wedding Anniversay was celebrated by Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Fraser, of
Windermere. For this they were joined by all eight members of their family, their
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Observed on Sunday the anniversary party took
place at the home of their son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Klingbeil, Ufford
when many friends called during the afternoon and evening to extend their
congratulations and best wishes to this popular couple. Mr and Mrs. Fraser were married
June 27th, 1921 at St. Thomas Church, Bracebridge, by Rev. R.F.Sherring. Mrs. Fraser
was the former Grace Insley, of Windermere and after they were married they took up
residence at Windermere, which has been their home. Their family are Mrs. Klingbeil,
Josephine, of Ufford, Ray Fraser, Utterson, Mrs. Jack Bastedo(Audrey) of Toronto, Mrs.
Orville Hammond (Phillis) of Huntsville, Mrs. Harold Black (Wilma) of Richmand Hill,
and Willard, Ralph and Calvin Fraser of Windermere. On behalf of the people of
Windermere, Councilor Milton Goltz on Sunday afternoon presented a gift to represent
all their friends of that community. Many other messages were received. The Provincial
Certificate was presented by Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Boyer.
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Also friends of Ufford, Mr. and Mrs. James Greer celebrated their Golden Wedding
on July 19, 1971.
On May 20th, 1971 at the Track and Field Meet at Bracebridge and Muskoka Lakes
Secondary School, Byron Duneith of Ufford became the Junior Boys Champion.
The wedding of Mary Longhurst to Mr. Brian Patrick O’Boyle on January 30th, 1971
made a new son-in-law for Norman and Celina Longhurst.
Lorna Quinn was married to Richard Templin on June 26th, 1971.
It was the 41st wedding anniversary of residents Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kimmit. This
was celebrated in 1971.
Weather wise 1970-71 winter was very heavy, over 14 feet of snow fell, a total of 167
inches with a low of -34 degrees on February 2nd. This very heavy snowfall is apparently
not a record though. According to Muskoka Airport records, the year 1942-43 had a total
snowfall of 223.3 inches, 56 inches more that this year. August 24 we recorded a
temperature of 30 degrees making a record low for this time of year. Following this
record low in August came a warm and open fall with wild raspberries and Mayflowers
to be found on October 31 in the bush .
1971 was the election year for the Provincial House with the resignation of R.J. Boyer,
the new member elected was Mr. Frank Miller of the Tory Party, elected October 21st,
1971.
Travel wise the old land mark the CNR station in Bracebridge is being closed up
while Air Canada has introduced into service the 747 Jumbo Jets with room for 365
passengers and talk of a commuter service from Muskoka Airport to Toronto.
With property this year, former residents Bill and Jessie Knowles sold their farm on
the Doherty Road to Mr. John McLaughlin of Port Carling. The Red Wing Hockey
School on the former David Hadaway property had a very busy summer. Ernie and Irene
Watson have moved into their new home in Ufford. Russell and Bonnie Quinn have
moved from Ufford to their new home in Ullswater. Reta Bogart had a fine replacement
to her home kitchen built.
An addition of 1500 copies of the 1879 Muskoka and Parry Sound Guide Book and
Atlas have been released and completely sold out, a replica of the rare Page and
Company 1879 edition.
This was the year for “Clean Up Your Act”, a slogan widely used in Muskoka to fight
pollution. Summer saw many young canvassers trading Soap Flakes for detergents used
in homes.
A total of 22 industries are now in operation in the District of Muskoka.
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1972
Weather
The first major snowfall of the 1971-72 winter arrived on the 20th of November 1971.
At 7 a.m. on January 15th, 1972, a below zero reading of -39.2 degrees at Muskoka
Airport, equaled a record low set back in 1942. The total snowfall of the season has been
recorded as being 141.3 inches. This is more than three feet in the total less than last year.
A fairly late spring was interrupted by a scorching hot May 24th weekend. Later in early
summer, rain started and continued throughout the entire haying and harvest seasons.
Extra heavy precipitation continued right through to the year’s end.
Annual Events
The regular St. Valentines Tea was held at the home of Helen Quinn, and of course,
was a very enjoyable gathering, a good number of ladies attending, and could be termed a
very pleasant success again in 1972.
The month of April brought about the annual Windermere Lion’s Club Pancake Social
at Bill Veitch’s sugar bush in Ufford and also was extremely well attended. People from
the neighbouring towns, local and summer residents alike enjoyed pancakes topped with
Bill’s fresh maple syrup.
May, saw Windermere’s Walkathon going through the settlement of Ufford, attended
by more than sixty people, again raising funds for the United Church Ladies of
Windermere.
1972, was again a Federal Election year, with the retirement of Mr. Gordon Aiken of
Gravenhurst, Stan Darling of Burkes Falls was the successful candidate on October 30th,
representing Muskoka and Parry Sound Districts.
On September 18th, the 90th birthday of one of, if not our oldest resident was
celebrated at Mrs. William Kirbyson’s own home. Mrs. Kirbyson is residing at home,
quite content and active, able to entertain her many friends and neighbours that dropped
in to give their best wishes on the occasion of her birthday.
A very interesting book has been published by an old friend and former resident of
Ufford, Mr. Henry Longhurst. Henry did not publish this volume for the purpose of sales
but simply for distribution among his friends of whom there are many in Ufford.
Another very interesting publication has been released by a Mr. Richard Tatley,
entitled “Steamboating in Muskoka”. This book certainly is very informative to the
younger people and the newcomers and brings back memories to the ones who can
remember hearing the whistle of the navigation boats that could be heard even by times
in Ufford. It is a reminder of the activity, transportation and even a small industry that
once took place on the Muskoka Lakes.
Newcomers to Ufford, Jack and Ada Giles, formerly of Toronto, moved to the former
John Shea house for their retirement. Ada, of course is no stranger to our residents having
attended school with many of them at Ufford.
A number of well known friends and relatives of the people of our community passed
away in 1972. Among those was David Veitch a boy raised in Ufford; Mrs. Henry
Longhurst who has been mentioned as well as pictured earlier in this book; Mrs. A. W.
Briese who lived in Dee Bank and who has been a friend and neighbour to the people of
Ufford for close to a century; Mr. Charles Longhurst Sr.,who lived for many years in
Ufford passed away July of this year. An untimely accident claimed the life of a friend
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and neighbour from Dee Bank, Mr. Burton Dawson. Mr. Victor Creasor of Ullswater was
well known by all as a friend and neighbour as well as clerk of the Township for a
number of years. Mr. Milton Goltz of Windermere was for all his lifetime a friend and
neighbour. Last and certainly not least Mr. William Knowles who lived in Ufford for
many years, a clipping from the Herald-Gazette is accompanied herewith and gives a
very detailed account of Mr. Knowles.
A fine new home has been erected in our community by Clarence and Eva Watson,
who are thinking of moving into it shortly.
Statistics Canada has reported that the population of Muskoka is on the rise. As of
May 22, 1972 the population of our District is 31,938, a sharp increase of 15% over the
last five years.
The snowmobile has become a very popular winter sport. Roy and Mrs. Poirier, John
and Jim are running a very efficient business of sales and service right on the edge of
Ufford. The Poiriers purchased the former Roy Cowan farm in December of 1970. They
are certainly no strangers in Ufford. Mrs. Poirier’s parents were the well known late
“Bert” and Mrs. Olive Bonser now of Huntsville. Bert was raised as a boy on the farm
presently owned by Gordon and Jean Longhurst.
Appointed by election as President of Central Muskoka Woman’s Institute was Mrs.
Elmer Klingbeil. Also to the position of Secretary to the Central Muskoka Woman’s
Institute by the same appointment is Mrs. Ernie Watson.
Mr. Norman Cowan was returned to the office of councilor for the Watt ward of our
new Regional Government. Mr. Robert Bennett who retired from office has been
replaced by Mr. William Ingram of Minett.
A wedding of Mr. Jim Poirier and Miss Darlene Creasor of Ullswater took place this
year. Jim and Darlene have taken up residence in the Department of Natural Resources
house at the Fish
Hatchery, Ullswater
where Jim is
employed.
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1972 Charter Members Women’s Institute
L. to R. Irene Watson, Lucy Shea, Hazel Kay and
Helen Quinn
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Appendix 1
Letter Re: History of Ufford Schhol
Copy of copy of letter written by Mrs. Bert Shea to the editor of the
Bracebridge Herald Gazette, January 30th, 1967.
Utterson R.R. # 2,
January 30, 1967

Editor of Herald Gazette,
Bracebridge, Muskoka
Dear Sir;

In view of the change in our educational arrangements in the
township it might be of interest to you to have the record of the Public
School Arrangement as taken from the records of Tweedsmuir History of
Ufford as follows:
1871 Feb. 6. Council met according to adjourment at Mr. Bogarts
school house. Members present Mr. Hammell, Jiles and Shea. Reeve
called meeting to order. Min. of previous meeting read and confirmed.
Moved by John L. Shea, seconded by John Hammell that School Section
# 3. shall be known by the following boundaries which are as follows
commencing at lot 9 including lot 9 on the fifth concession. Extending
southward to the boundary line between township of Monck and Watt
extending westward to lot 22 including lot 22 on the first concession of
Watt extending Northward to the 7th concession extending eastward to lot
8 on the 5th concession. Carried.
At the meeting of the council on the above date the boundaries of all
the school sections were set up and established by bylaw no. 3 of the
township of Watt.
From that day forward the school at Ufford that had been organized
by the people of the community and carried on so successfully and
became known as the first school north of Bracebridge if not in Muskoka
to receive a government grant, became as all other schools of Watt
subject to the rules and regulations of the public school Act of the
province of Ontario, and a new school must be built.
The days of the cosy little school on the shore of Sherwoods Creek in
Morley’s shanty had gone. With the increase in number of children had
become too small and Jacob Bogart’s new school on lot 10 Concession 5
which he had built and offered for free use which was gladly accepted by
the people of the community, a roomy comfortable building which at the
time of setting up of the school sections, Mr. Bogart offered to the school
section. But its exception was refused on account of it being too far from
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the centre of the community and one farther the Bogart School was a log
school and log buildings would be soon outdated. The modern trend was
for a new frame building. The argument was part of the cost of
construction would be paid by the Department and the balance of
debentures of long term. But there were those who thought differently.
The pupils were getting along quite well at the Bogart school and to
continue on would be less costly to the tax payer even if the school
section paid a reasonable price for the log school. However the loudest
voices of the community influenced the majority and the final decision
was made in favour of a new frame school.
In 1876 a carpenter was engaged and his help organized. Lumber and
material, Joist, slating, batons, and shingles. The choices of material to
be used by the finest of tradesmen, men who had learned their trade by
apprentice. Men who knew the square, could lay out the framing of a
building and finish it gables and cornice. But what did they know of
building for warmth, and what had they in those days to build with other
than square edged lumber, that shrunk and left yawning cracks between
the boards for the penetration of the north winds, and the frost from the
sides, and the open cracks in the floor. In fact when finished and open
for use it was a common expression among they who attended to declare
the wind blew in one side and carried what little heat there was from the
stove, out the other. The children who attended this school were housed
in most part in log homes and what a change to come to such a place to
spend their days on a bench in the cold after wading snow for miles and
enduring the cold. Little wonder some failed to survive and less wonder
those who did, many were struck by sciatica and rheumatic pains ere
they reached the half mark in life.
The year of 1892 Aug. 8 the corporation passed a bylaw for the issue
of debentures for the construction of a new school at Ufford S.S.#3 Watt.
The school of this date was to be of stone construction, to be built a few
feet south of the first frame school, on the grounds given by Mr.James
Coutts at the cross roads on lot 16 concession 4.
Many of they who attended the old frame school had graduated with
an education consisting of more than the educational requirements of
that day. They through the years had purposed and determined in their
hearts that if it ever came in their power to tare down such a place of
suffering they would do so and at this date there determinations had
won.
The contract for the quarrying and delivering of the stone in cords to
the sight of construction was signed and sealed. The contractors were
Charles and Frank Obian who lived at that time on the north half of lot
15 Concession 6 as renters from John L. Shea and the stone would be
taken off the rock hill in the centre of the place. The builders were Peter
Smith and Aurther Yeoman a man with one arm of whom it was said
could use a shovel with one arm as well as any man with two. Together
they dug the foundation by hand. Yeoman carried the stone and mixed
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the mortar. Peter Smith the mason had brought his daughter Jessie
Smith who cooked for the two men in a little shack hurriedly built in the
corner of the school yard and at night they slept at John L. Shea’s house
on the south half of lot 15 concession 5 just up from the school the
summer was long and hot but the building of the new school went
steadily on the point of interest to the people of the community. When
the walls were up the carpenter Frank Newll was called in to put the roof
on and belfry when finished the stone work was up the gabble ends to
the rafters and a stone porch, a brick chimney was built, the pride of the
community as related by Roy Coutts I remember when the first stone
school was built I was just a little fellow, mother and I went down to see
the work. It was just about finished. Frank Newll was there. The bell had
been put in place and the rope was hanging there. Frank said to mother
you ring the bell. Mother put my little hands on the bell and I pulled and
for the first time the new bell sounded from the belfry on the new Ufford
stone school; that was in the year 1893.
When school opened Sis Gill was the first teacher in the new school,
she the daughter of Harry G. Gill the first teacher in Ufford in the little
school on the bank of Sherwoods Creek 28 years earlier with a good neat
stone building, plenty of room and fine appearance it would appear the
question of a school would be settled for many years, But the Ufford
school was the first or among the very first of buildings to be built in the
township and little or any attention had been given to the kind of land
the building had been erected on save to say that the ground was solid
good heavy clay, a building could never settle. With this in mind the
builder who had been trained in a climate where foundations were never
disturbed by frost, failed to make provision for drainage for the
foundation below the frost level as a result the clay grew the finest of
wheat in the summer, held the water in autumn, that in winter the frost
penetration turned to ice with an expanding force that no power on earth
can withstand and the pioneers of Ufford beheld to their horror and
dismay the cracks and rents in the beautiful walls of masonry and the
new school ere it had stood two or three years was condemned and
closed. Parts of the wall fell out in wreckage. What was to be done? The
young must be educated, the old frame school had been torn down to the
satisfaction of its pupils. There was no retreat to the former building at
that date of 1896. A new church was being built in Ufford to take the
place of the old Methodist church on lot 15, concession 5 the old building
was standing and the trustee’s readily offered its use as a school until
such time as the new school could be re-erected or repaired. Much talk
and consideration was given to the problem by the people in the
community. Many ideas and suggestions were brought forward till Frank
Newll the old cranky English master builder stood up and in a clear and
decisive voice declared if you will listen to me the roof is good. I know
because I built it and there is no need of tearing it off. It can be saved
and if you will give me a good man that’s not afraid and can do as he is
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told I can support that roof and hold it in place and you can build the
new wall under it again. Newel had spoken and all had heard the man
who had been responsible for bringing into being some of the marvelous
timber structures of Bridges and buildings in the province had the
confidence of the people and his advice was heard. He was given the
authority to set up the work and to hire a helper of his choice. Said he I’ll
take John Shea he has worked for me before.
The roof was made secure, the school board engaged another mason
by the name of Sutherland from Gravenhurst and his helper Jack
Yeoman who started the work of reconstruction they tore up the old
foundation and went down below the frost line as well as digging the
ground three feet wider all around the wall in this they laid drainage tile
outside the new wall and when the new wall had risen above the ground
the three foot trench about the wall was filled with good gravel to let the
water through to the drainage tile says the mason if you let the water get
away there is nothing to heave. During the elapse of time the wall was
built up to the roof and anchored securely. Newels supporting timbers
had been taken out one by one until complete. The Belfry plumb and the
bell had remained in its place with the inside finishing completed by
Newel and Shea. The job was accepted by the tax payers as a first class
job and right there decision was as proven by time, the elapse of the
years.
In the year of 1965 as the writer looks over the main stone structure
there is not the slightest evidence of foundation movement from the frost.
The building is in excellent condition a monument of honour to the
worthy builders, Sutherland and Yoeman. The bell that was bought from
a Boston bell works, a bell of quality and tone purchased by donations
and collections and concerts while the first stone school stood whose
gong from the belfry by trained hand told the notes of sorrow for some
departed soul and again from its swell as the great bell rolled on its axes
sending out the cheering notes across the fields and forests calling to
school or announcing the hour of noon or evening. Not only did the
voices of the children sound in merriment in answer to its call but at its
call the Sawyer or the man on the sith offt, straightened his tired back,
wiped the sweat from his brow and remarked the time of day. The old
mare in response to the noon time call uttered a soft whiner for she knew
the time had arrived to return to the stable to feed her sucking colt and
for an hour of relaxation with her offspring. The years passed on the bell
had its place in the community should it fail to ring once all were aware.
The little feet that had first entered the door of the new stone school had
grown and passed from its doors out into the long corridors of life trained
and fit. Others were taking there places, lives were being trained,
character built conscience where they sat in the office to select the
instructors of the young of both male and female but of all the teachers
hired from all parts of Ontario were none more brilliant than they who
arose from our own school. From the instruction of Mr. Gill or Miss
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Sarah Longhurst or later finished their training in model or normal
school and returned to render their service to the community of their
birth. Among those who taught were Annie Smalley, Sis Gill, Helena
Smalley, Violet Veitch, Enid Knowles, Eliza Veitch, Clara Kirbyson.
It would be safe to say the stone school had become the centre of the
community, here from every home in the community 5 mornings a week
throughout the school year congregated the most cherished possessions
of the community and again at Christmas time brought the old and
young alike in its doors for the enjoyment of and evening of
entertainment tough usually joined by other communities, making a
bulging house, seeing and hearing a program chaired usually by the
scotch magistrate, Mr. James Coutts, whose appearance on the platform
the writer recalls of his earliest recollections, his snowy head and beard,
his sparkling eye, his smile and the words of his address containing
something for us all. Through time the floor that had been made in
Bogart’s mill , the finest birch was replaced obliterating the scar in the
floor an intended act of felony that miscarried. It was in the winter of
1921 someone entered the school and raked all the hardwood coals out
of the stove onto the floor which burned through the flooring, burning off
two joists and fell to the ground two feet lower down smoldering out. This
act brought a stunned expression to the eyes of the people of the
community but very little was said.
In the year of 1929, the old black board that Frank Newll had so
carefully made for the first frame school and had continued in use since
1876 cut by Bogart’s saw was replaced by a new one and was sold by
public auction and was bought by Elijah Veitch as the highest bidder
who paid 3 dollars for the blackboard that as a child he says he had his
first lesson in school. So prized he this possession 36” wide and 18´long
of clear pine he engaged the writer to make a cabinet for himself and a
bookcase for his good wife Eliza’s books her collection from the days of
teaching school, she too, had seen her first lesson at school on the old
board in the old frame school at Ufford.
In gleaning from records and from memory and word, the writer has
at his disposal a very good record of the results of education in Ufford of
the very first effort of the pioneers to help themselves from children who
attended the little school at Sherwoods Creek arose two capable school
teachers Annie Smalley and her sister Metta; from the Bogart school
sprang a line of tradesmen and contractors and from the old frame
school came more of trades, railroad conductors and professional
evangelists and ministers of the gospel school teachers and school
masters and auditors from the stone school went forth men and women
off almost every profession and trade from locomotive engineers to
members of parliament and leather workers and they who all through the
years from Ufford took up the challenge of pioneering in Northern Ont.
And assisted in the opening the golden west and the there were they who
settled quietly but continued the development of our own community .
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Good contented citizens who have continued to uphold our way of life
and progress in the present community followed by those who were
taught there lessons in government of free people who so readily
responded to the call of the defense of freedom in1914- 1918 war and
fought through the mire of Passondale, the mud of Flanders fields, the
thundering bombardments at Somme and again in 1940-1945 in Europe,
Italy, Malta and Africa. These boys who studied at the stone school in
Ufford and in more recent years of up-to-date merchants, bank
managers, railroad dispatchers, employment officers, managers,
professional secretaries and tradesmen and on and on truly the stone
school at Ufford has become a historic monument to the pioneers and
their descendants but what next in education. The people of Watt have in
1965 requested the construction of a central school, and up-to- date the
time of the old school sections are passed. Can the pupils of the future
be more brilliant and daring than they of the past? Will the people of the
community decide to preserve it as a place of remembrance of parents
and children of a day that is spent , an era of achievement?
Signed :
Yours truly
Mrs. Bert Shea
Curator Ufford W.I.
Tweedsmuir History
Copied as near as possible to the original by Nancy Hill of the
Windermere W.I. Archive Committee. February 2009
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